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NORTHCOTE HIGH SCHOOL CRITICAL ACTIONS FOR HOMESTAY FAMILIES

Responding to Incidents, Disclosures and Suspicions of Child Abuse

ﬁOU SHOULD TAKE ACTION\

As a homestay parent, you play a
critical role in protecting children in
your care.

Youshould act, by following
the critical actions, as soon as
you witness an incident,
receive a disclosureorformal
reasonable belief thata child
has, oratriskof being abused.

You should act if you form a
suspicionand or reasonable belief,
evenifyouareunsureandhavenot
directly observed child abuse (e.g. if
thevictimoranotherpersontells

Qu about the abuse) J
/ACTION 1.RESPONDINGTO \

AN EMERGENCY

Ifthereis noriskofimmediate harm
goto ACTION 2

If achildisatimmediate risk of harm
youmust ensure their safety by:

[ separating alleged victims and
others involved

[1 administering first aid if you can

[ callo00forurgentmedicaland/or
police assistance to respond to
immediate health or safety
concerns

[ identifyingacontactpersonatthe
school for future liaison with
Police

Where necessaryyoumayalso need

to maintain the integrity of the

potential crime scene and preserve

ACTION 2. REPORTING TO AUTHORITIES

You should report all incidents, suspicions and disclosures of
childabuseas soonas possible. Failure toreportphysicaland
sexual child abuse may amountto a criminal offence.

VICTORIAPOLICE: If you believe a child has been abused, oris at
risk of being abused, contact local police station or on000if it’s
an emergency.

Youmustreportallinstances of suspected sexualabuse (including
grooming) to Victoria Police.

GOVERNMENT SCHOOL — NORTHCOTE HIGH SCHOOL (NHS):
You shouldalsoreport the suspected abuse to the School
Principalat Northcote High Schoolon(03)9488 2211 and/or
year level program leaders:

Year 10: (03) 9488 2227
Year 11:(03) 9488 2286
Year 12: (03) 94882312

ACTION 3. CONTACTING PARENTS

The school principal is responsible and must consult with DHHS Child
Protection or Victoria Police to determine what information can be
shared with parents.

N

6CTION 4. PROVIDING ONGOING SUPPORT

Northcote High School must provide support for childrenimpacted
by abuse. ThisshouldincludethedevelopmentofaStudent
Support PlanorSafetyPlan, referraltowellbeing professionals,
etc. NHSwill workwithyoutoensureyourhomestaystudentis
providedwith appropriate support.

Youmust follow the Critical Actions every time you become aware of

Q/idence. /

afurtherinstanceorriskof abuse. Thisincludesreporting new

Qformation toauthorities.
If you believe that a child is not subject to abuse, but you still hold
significant concerns for their wellbeing you should still act.

This may include seeking advice from the school or Victoria police
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